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Questions

• What can the shipments data tell us about 
what economic role the islands played for 
Danes?

• Does other information in the archive gives us 
an insight into how Danes at home viewed the 
islands? How did they mentally/culturally 
represent the islands?



Parallels of Extraction?
Juice from cane, sugar from Danish West Indies 
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Presentation Notes
Cane stalks are shredded and squeezed to extract it natural juice, which is boiled until it thickens and molasses-rich sugar crystals begin to settle. 






Primary Data Analysis

• 5162 unique ships from the Danish Toll Data between 1635 and 1857

• 12978 lines in the commodities record

• Data Clean-up (Excel and OpenRefine)



Some examples of ship 
cargo/commodities with 
sugar

Some examples of port of 
departure





--Tableau Visualization--



Approx 4400 out of the 
5162 ships contained 
sugar 



Problems Representing 
History Through Data
• Shipments are numerical or 

economical, missing stories
• I relied on what I know about 

extractive states elsewhere, continuing 
impacts today

• Limited in extrapolating what Danes 
thought. Would need further 
evidence, this is a sketch/hypothesis 
based on the economic data

• Pictures can be dangerous
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Hilestrom
(Swedish)
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