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Deal?

)anish West Indies Can Inform Our
e Danes Viewed The Islands

Presentation by Christian W. Schgning
@Representing History Through Data | 10" December 2016



Questions

 What can the shipments data tell us about

what economic role the islands played for
Danes?

e Does other information in the archive gives us
an insight into how Danes at home viewed the
islands? How did they mentally/culturally
represent the islands?




Parallels of Extraction?
Juice from cane, sugar from Danish West Indies



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cane stalks are shredded and squeezed to extract it natural juice, which is boiled until it thickens and molasses-rich sugar crystals begin to settle. 
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Primary Data Analysis

e 5162 unique ships from the Danish Toll Data between 1635 and 1857
e 12978 lines in the commodities record

e Data Clean-up (Excel and OpenRefine)



-[¥| Deels Westindisk sukker og rom .A.
Deels Westindiske sukker og rom

Deels Westindske sukker og rom Some examples of port of

Elon sukker

Fremmed sukker departure

Gansk raat sukker
Havareret sukker

< <] (<] [] [<] [s] [<] [<] [«] [<] [«] [<] [] [<] [<] <] [<] [<]

Hvit sukker
Indenlands sukker ~[¥ Cap Haiti
Kaffe bomuld sukker fustik huder Madera Viin med meere -[v| Cap Hayti
Kaffe og sukker -[¥| Cap Haytie
Kaffe sukker bomuld fustik hude viin roe ollie med meere -[¥| Cap Haytien
Kaffe sukker og rum m. m. Cap. Hartion
Ladning sukker -[¥ Cap. Hayty
Ladning sukker caffe og rum m.m. -[¥| Cape Haitien eller 5t. Domingo
Raa sukker I R
Raae sukker L spaien
Raae sukker etc -[v] st. Barthelemy
Raaf sukker b -[¥| 5t Barthelome
-[¥ st. Barthelomy
~-[¥ sucker og st. domingo toback -+ st. Bartholeme
~-[¥| Sucker og toback -[¥ st. Bartholemy
~[¥ sucker og tobak -[¥ st. Bartholomaeus
~-[¥| Sucker og uld -[¥ st. Bartholome
(¥ Sucker og videere -[¥ st. Bartholomen
--[¥ Sucker og videre -[¥ st. Bartholomeo
. (¥ sucker og vidre -[¥ st. Bartholomeus
Some examples Of Shlp -[¥] Sucker og viider ~[¥] st. Bartholomew
Ca rgo/commodities with ~[¥ sucker og viidere -+ st. Bartholomey
sugar ¥l sucker og viidere fri ~[¥] st. Bartholomy
¥ sucker og viidre [ &t Christaffer

¥ sucker og viin

-[¥ sucker og viin m. m.
-] Sucker p

-[v Sucker p p



Advanced search results with standard geonames, values West-Indies ; number of passages: 5.213

IE;; #Passages # Passages / Year from 1634 to 1857
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--Tableau Visualization--



| 7] Approx 4400 out of the

{% 5162 ships contained
15 % : —
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Problems Representing
History Through Data

e Shipments are numerical or
economical, missing stories

* | relied on what | know about
extractive states elsewhere, continuing
impacts today

e Limited in extrapolating what Danes
thought. Would need further
evidence, this is a sketch/hypothesis
based on the economic data

e Pictures can be dangerous

)




Toffs and toughs




|
i

I
ﬁ__




S
Q
-
@)
N
L
)
=
(O
o
Vg
D)
O



Carl Christian
Frederik Jacob
Thomsen




Hilestrom
(Swedish)









Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://billedarkiv.mfs.dk/fotoweb/Preview.fwx?&position=1&archiveType=ImageFolder&archiveId=5000&albumId=5000&sorting=AlfaNumericDsc&search=kaffe&fileId=48A4A2C02B40A877AF9F212802F19D1F43F73B2C95913F05E546F13A484C6D007278BCA05244C0B5A4A60A1F486801DA2E370C46C311EE7900693EF20C48A5866A4B7A4D483F74C6B38F63A3CBBF7E519573BE8355A4B4CFE082F51944E49DCE20786DAD3B125F81050653B3BAFB2FC51555BF6010993DF7D140597D3F94E59DAD57DBB3A25C9CC433D1FF3C7D8545A092AEF62325B84ECF9A3FC13FC4AE5298
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Presentation Notes
http://billedarkiv.mfs.dk/fotoweb/Preview.fwx?&position=45&archiveType=ImageFolder&archiveId=5000&albumId=5000&sorting=AlfaNumericDsc&search=sukker&fileId=48A4A2C02B40A877AF9F212802F19D1F43F73B2C95913F05E546F13A484C6D007278BCA05244C0B5A4A60A1F486801DA2E370C46C311EE7900693EF20C48A5866A4B7A4D483F74C69EC44A64D220137D9D293ED2C780341BA01F1F842AD40F50DA69093B95F94C9E6584EDB4076C7E831555BF6010993DF7D140597D3F94E59DAD57DBB3A25C9CC433D1FF3C7D8545A092AEF62325B84ECF9A3FC13FC4AE5298
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